THEATRE 203 – 02
Communication and Public Speaking

Spring 2008
Instructor:  Liza Potvin

Office:  Building 340, Room 236
Phone:  753-3245, local 2118
   E-mail:  potvin@viu.ca. (no email submission of assignments permitted)
Office Hours:  10:30 to 11:30 Tuesday and Thursday (drop in) OR by appointment.



   9:00 to 10:00   Monday and Wednesday (drop in)
Course Objectives:  Theatre 203 is a practical course designed to develop your awareness of speech, to give you the skills involved in effective oral communication, and to improve your techniques of organization and presentation.

Materials:  You are required to provide one VHS videotape for recording your speeches.  You must also purchase a folder to use when submitting your self- and peer-evaluation forms each time after you give a speech.   There are no texts to purchase, and there is no final exam.  You are expected to attend every class, and to take your turn using the videocamera to tape your peers.

Class Schedule (subject to change):
Jan.
5   Introduction to course.  Overcoming Fear of Speaking.  Video:  How to Write and Deliver Great Speeches.

7    Introductory Speeches – Introducing A Speaker.

12  Topic Selection and Analysis.  Audience Analysis.  Research.  Outlines.  Transitions.  Introductions.  Conclusions.

14  Reasoning, Supporting Materials.  Attention and Interest.  Credibility.  Style.

19  Analysis of Sample Speeches.  Reading a paragraph slowly (ungraded)
21 Your Mentor (5 min., ungraded)

26 Your Mentor (5 min., ungraded)

28  Book Review (5 min.) .  Your speeches will be videotaped from this day forward.
Feb.      2  Book Review (5 min.)
 4  Informative Speeches (5 min.)
 9  Informative Speeches (5 min.)
11  Group Work:  Preparation for Panel/Symposium.
16  Group Work:  Preparation for Panel/Symposium.

18  Impromptu Speeches.

March   2  Impromptu Speeches.
  4  Impromptu Speeches.

  9  Panels/Symposia (20 min./group)

11  Panels/Symposia (20 min./group)

16  Persuasive Speeches (10 min.)

18  Persuasive Speeches (10 min.)


23  Persuasive Speeches (10 min.)

25 Final Speeches (15 min.)
30 Final Speeches (15 min.)
April      1 Final Speeches (15 min.)
Evaluation:  For each assignment, you will be given a handout describing expectations.  Please note that you are allowed to choose your own topics, but you may not speak about the same topic in more than one speech.  Speeches that are predominantly confessional in nature are not acceptable in this course.  You should check with ITS in the Library about free courses in power point and other visual aids if you need assistance in learning about them.  If you attend every class, you should be able to achieve a high grade as long as you are committed to improving your public speaking.

There is no final exam.
Book Review                              


10%

Informative Speech




15%

Persuasive Speech




20%

Impromptu Speech




  5%

Panel/Symposium




10%

Final Speech





30%

Peer Evaluations/Self-Evaluations


10%

Conduct:  You must attend regularly and participate actively in this course.  Speeches must be presented on the date assigned, with the order of presentations within each unit assigned at random.  Your self-evaluations are due at the beginning of the following class.  Failure to attend the class on the day when your speech is to be presented will result in a grade of 0 on that assignment, unless there is a medical emergency.  You are expected to be polite, attentive, and supportive of each other and to provide constructive criticism.  For the latter, you must obviously also attend all classes even when you are not giving a speech yourself because your feedback and evaluations are crucial to your peers’ learning.  Please use inclusive language (language which avoids bias regarding race, ethnicity, sex, sexual orientation, and disability) in assignments and class discussions.
Plagiarism and other forms of misconduct will result in a grade of 0.  Please familiarize yourself with Policy 99.01 of the Student Academic Code of Conduct in the calendar.
