ENGLISH 116  ( Section 13)  
Introduction to Literature (Spring 2008) 
Instructor:  Liza Potvin

Office:  Building 345, Office 236

Telephone: 753-3245 ext. 2118

Mailbox: Building 345   E-mail: liza.potvin@viu.ca (no assignments accepted via email)
PLEASE add me to your email list so that my messages to you are not “junked”.
Office Hours: Monday and Wednesday 9-10, Tuesday and Thursday 10:30-11:30 (no appointment necessary)   or make an appointment                                           
COURSE OBJECTIVES: This course aims to expose the student to the power, the complexity, and the pleasure of the written word in three genres:  fiction, essay, and drama.  Through discussion and writing practice, we will develop the skill of literary analysis, clear expression, and good grammar.  We will also focus on the development of the research paper.

TEXTS:

Farah, Nuruddin.  Gifts.  Penguin, 2000.

Lecker, Robert. (ed.), Open Country:  Canadian Literature since 1950.  Pearson, 2008.
Stewart et al., Essay Writing for Canadian Students with Readings.  6th Ed. Pearson, 2007.

EVALUATION:  
Assignments must be handed in on time, unless accompanied by a doctor’s note.  One percentage point per working day will be deducted from the grade of late papers.  Tardiness or absences will be deducted from the class participation grade.  All take-home assignments must be double-spaced and typewritten; students should retain copies before submitting papers to the instructor in person, or to the area secretary (do not slip papers under office door).  English department policy states that you must achieve a passing grade (“D” or better) on the in-class essays in order to pass this course.  Students who do not attend 80% of classes for their full duration will not be permitted to sit the final exam. Essays may be rewritten only by permission from the instructor; the permanent grade for the paper will be the higher of the two marks.  Please familiarize yourself with Policy 99.01 on the Student Academic Code of Conduct.  Students with documented disabilities requiring academic and/or exam accommodation should contact Disability Services at 740-6416.  Students may be asked to be accountable for their written work in an interview situation.  Electronic devices (laptops, cell phones)of any kind are not permitted in the classroom; be certain that they are turned off before entering the room.

Writing Exercises, Participation, Attendance, Interview

15%

In-Class Essay  






15%


1000-word Take-Home Essay on the Essay



20%

1500-word Take-Home Research Essay on Short Story 

25%

Final Examination (scheduled by Registrar)



25%

January 
5 -  Introduction to course..  Research Essay on the essay assigned. Discussion of audience, writing objectives, thesis.  Example of a good essay. 

  

7 -  David Suzuki, “Food connections” (p.344 in Essay Writing)
12 – Tim Bowling, “Na Na Na Na, Hey Hey Hey, Goodbye” (237)
14 -  James Kunstler, “Globalisation’s Time is Up” (286)


19 – Jonathan Swift, “A Modest Proposal” (317)


21 -   Richard Schabas, “Much Ado About Clucking” (335)


26     In-class essay.  Sign up for interviews: During your ten-minute interview, we will discuss your in-class essay and you will read your first draft of your essay aloud to me, or at least bring your thesis statement and be prepared to discuss your essay.  If you cannot make the appointment for which you have committed yourself, please have the courtesy to cancel it by calling or e-mailing me. The interview counts towards your participation grade.


28 – Interviews.  Bring first page of your essay to my office at your assigned time.  No regular class.
February 
2 - Interviews.  No regular class.
4- Writing Assignment in class.  FIRST ESSAY (on one of the anthology essays ) DUE IN CLASS.    
9  Gifts.
11 Gifts.
16 Gifts.
18 Gifts.
READING BREAK

March
2 Rohinton Mistry, “Squatter” 492. in Lecker text.  
4  Michael Crummey, “Serendipity” 685.

9  Eden Robinson, “Traplines’ 719.
11 David Bezmozgis, “A New Gravestone for an Old Grave” 782.
16  Madeleine Thien, “Simple Recipes” 804.
18  Barbara Gowdy, “We So Seldom Look on Love” 441.
23  Thomas King, “Borders” 355.
25  Austin Clarke, “A Short Drive” 110.
30 Final essay on the short story due in class.  Bring Essay Writing for Canadian Students with Essays to class for in-class writing assignment.
April 
1  Review for final exam.  Essays will be returned at exam.

